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stages of the War, showed ineptitude for colonial warfare.
The colonists, differing considerably in character and outlook
from the regulars, were constantly involved in bickerings
with them; disputes about the relative ranks of colonials and
regulars added fuel to the fire of discontent.
Consequently the numerical superiority of the English was
easily outweighed by the absence of efficient co-operation British
,   ,, .	.	,   ,	-        .	—-.,         ,      colonies  are
and this ruinous  catalogue  of grievances.    This largely apparent
explains the repeated failures of the English in the early ^fT than
part of  the War,   and the protracted resistance of  the
French; and it proves also the genius of Pitt who, by doing
so much to lessen the friction, made victory ultimately
possible.
Friction between English and French in America had Eal?7 °p-
<-*	position
begun at least as early as the time of William III.    In the between
War of the Austrian Succession the English colonists had English
seized Louisburg and were exasperated by its restoration colomes-
at the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle.   Animosity continued and
increased between 1748 and 1756, and in 1755 the English
colonials, led by Braddock, attempted to seize Fort Du-
quesne, and a second expedition made an onslaught upon
Forts Niagara and Crown Point.   All these efforts ended
in dismal failure.
The outbreak of the Seven Years' War put an end to this p^fg"
period of unofficial hostility, only to increase the successes Canada.
of the French. In 1756 they reduced Forts Oswego and
Ontario, and in the next year, besides capturing Fort
William Henry, they repulsed an English attempt to retake
Louisburg. This, however, was the end of their victories,
for Pitt now came into power and inaugurated the policy of
success. In 1758, thanks to the co-operation of Boscawen
with Amherst and Wolfe, and the more willing assistance of
the colonists, Louisburg was at last taken. Though a
further push to Quebec was postponed, and though Aber-
cromby failed to take Ticonderoga, a subordinate of his
reduced Fort Frontenac, and Forbes found Fort Duquesne
destroyed by its defenders. In the next year, Amherst,
advancing towards Quebec from the south, found Ticonde-
roga destroyed and captured Crown Point. A second force

